CHAPTER  VII
VARIOUS  SEPARATIONS
THERE are a number of miscellaneous, but
important, points in connection with the separa-
tion of the various possible mixtures of solids,
liquids, and gases which we will now consider.
The drying of solids has been touched on
only with reference to the vacuum drier, which
obviously has but a limited application owing
to its expense and small capacity. Generally,
materials are dried by a current of hot, and
by preference, dry air. Furnace gases can be
used if they do not harm the substance being
dried, e.g., for ores. In other cases the air
must be heated in other ways so that it remains
clean, such as by waste steam in pipes or by
hot gases in flues. Dryness of the air used to
remove moisture is obviously desirable, though
it is not so often insisted on as it should be,
owing to the fact that removal of water vapour
from air on a large scale is not a very simple
operation. One method is to send the air
through a moving belt of flannel as it enters
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